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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN RAILWAYS CHIEF WISHES VISIT US IN BOTH 
NIGERIAN AND OAU CAPACITIES 

1 . NIGERIAN RAILWAY CORPORATION GENERAL MANAGER T.I.O. 

NZEGWU TOLD ECON COUNSELOR 1/26 THAT HE WOULD LIKE VISIT US IN 
HIS CAPACITY AS RECENTLY ELECTED (OCTOBER) PRESIDENT OF UNION OF 
AFRICAN RAILWAYS (UAR). EMBASSY HAD PREVIOUSLY INVITED NZEGWU 
TO COME UNDER IVP PROGRAM IN MAY1977 FOR WHICH HE IS NOW SUB- 
MITTING FORMAL APPLICATION. ONE VISIT WOULD COMBINE BOTH 
OBJECTIVES. 

2. UNION OF AFRICAN RAILWAYS IS ARM OF OAU; CONCEIVED IN 1961, 
HEADQUARTERED IN KINSHASA, MEMBERSHIP OF 22 NATIONS. ITS 
ACTIVITIES APPEAR TO BE AINING MOMENTUM. PRINCIPAL 1976-77 
PROJECTS ARE SETTING UP OF TRAINING INSTITUTES AND FACILITATION 
OF INTERNATIONAL INTERCONNECTION OF VARIOUS NATIONAL RAIL LINES. 
NZEGWU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ONE GENERAL MEETING WITH US RAIROAD 
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OPERATORS AND EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS DURING MAY TO TELL THEM ABOUT 
ORGANIZATION'S WORK AND PLANS, AND SEEK THEIR SUPPORT IN HELPING 
SET UP RAILROAD TRAINING INSTITUTES ( IN NIGERIA, EGYPT, ZAMBIA, 
CONGO). POSSIBLE FORMS OF ASSISTANCE WOULD INCLUDE LOAN OF 
TECHNICAL INSTRUCTORS FOR 3-4 WEEK PERIODS, USE OF EQUIPMENT FOR 
TRAINING PURPOSES, USE OF FILMS, FINACIAL CONTRIBUTIONS. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT SUCH A SESSION BRINGING UAR MISSION WITH ITS OAU 
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CONNECTIONS INTO DIRECT CONTACT WITH AMERICANS WOULD SIGN- 
IFICANTLY EXPAND AFRICAN AWARENESS OF AMERICAN GOODS AND SERVICES 
AND HELP US TO PENETRATE RAILWAY MARKET THROUGHOUT CONTINENT. 

3. FOR THIS MEETING NZEGWU BELIEVES IT NECESSARY FOR UAR 
SECRETARY GENERAL ADAMA DIAGNE OF SENEGAL TO BE PRESENT. 

(FOR DAKAR: IS IT POSSIBLE TO INVITE DIAGNE ON SENEGAL IVP 
PROGRAM AS OFFICIAL OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OR IN OTHER 
APPROPRIATE CATERGORY?) SUGGEST COMMUNICATE WITH LEADING 
COMPANIES IN RAILROAD SECTOR TO SEE IF RECEPTION MEETING 

CAN BE ARRANGED AT ONE POINT IN MAY. EMBASSY HAS TAKEN ON 
CONFIDENTIAL BASIS CORRESPONDENCE FROM UK AND ITALIAN RAILWAY 
ASSOCIATIONS ATTEMPTING TO DRAW NZEGWU TO THOSE COUNTRIES IN 
HIS OAU ROLE. 

4. APART FROM SALES OF GE AND GM LOCOMOTIVES, US COMPANIES HAVE 
MADE WEAK SHOWING IN CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT PHASES OF 
RAILROAD MODERNIZATION PLANS. 4.7 BILLION NAIRA WORTH OF PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED FOR FULFILLMENT OF PLAN. POSITIVE REACTION BY FIRMS 

TO MEETING NZEGWU WOULD IMPROVE OUR POSITION HERE. 

5. PLEASE CABLE RESPONSE AS TO WHETHER PROPOSAL HAS MERIT AND IS 
FEASIBLE BEFORE BEFRUARY 13 WHEN NZEGWU LEAVES FOR EXECUTIVE 
MEETING OF AFRICAN RAILWAYS IN CAMEROON. WE FAVOR PROPOSAL 

AS IT REPRESENTS OPPORTUNITY TO AID AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT, 

PROMOTE U.S. EXPORTS, AND SHOW OFFICIAL SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS LONG DOUBTED OUR 
INTENTIONS. 
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